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{Abstract)

The Daily Lives of Local Residents in
Suwon—Gun, Gyeonggi—Do and the Shadow of
the Colony as Seen through Domestic Media

during Japanese Colonial Rule

Hwang, Min—ho

This article examines the everyday life and brief snippets of the
residents of the current Hwaseong region, which was part of Suwon-gun
during the Japanese colonial period, based on articles from 'Dong-A Ilbo,'
'Chosun Ilbo," and 'Maeil Shinbo.' In particular, this paper aims to explore
the colonial situation that permeated everyday life and its shadow.

The present-day Hwaseong region encompassed areas such as Bongdam,
Ujeong, Hyangnam, Namyang, Maesong, Bibong, Songsan, Seosin, Paltan,
Jang-an, Yanggam, and Jeongnam-myeon within Suwon-gun during the
Japanese colonial period. With a natural environment that connected the
sea and land, salt fields were developed, and incidents like high tides and
maritime accidents occurred.

Additionally, it was a region close to Seoul, where the Joseon royal
horse ranch was established, and sericulture was encouraged. In the daily

life of the residents, harmony between the two countries was emphasized,
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and lectures given by Korean students studying in Tokyo were monitored
by the Japanese police.

The youth association for sericulture was closed due to concerns of
communist propaganda, and fundraising activities related to the
Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea were carried out.
Telephone lines between Suwon-eup and Balan Market were installed
with additional charges imposed on villagers, which shows one aspect of
the limitations of Japan's colonial public policy.

After the Sino-Japanese War, wartime controls were intensified, and
residents were required to pay national defense contributions or
consolation contributions. Forced activities such as the dedication of the
patriotic combat plane 'Suwonho' to the Army and Navy, sending support
parcels to soldiers on the frontlines, and participating in special support
battalion were enforced.

Even in the case of local sports events, Japanese referees were
involved in kendo competitions. Damage to communal graves occurred
due to wild animals, and strict rice liquor controls were enforced. It is
evident that the local residents were enduring the challenges of daily life

in the harsh colonial environment.

Key Words : Suwon-gun, Hwaseong-si, Joseon Royal Ranch, Balan
Branch of Dong-A Ilbo, Yanggam Youth Association,
Joam Market, Dedication of the Patriotic Combat Plane

‘Suwonho’, Suwon Jahye Clinic
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