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Abstract

An Understanding of Theology of Rev. Han Kyung-Chik

Chot, Taeycn

Rev. Han Kyung-Chik, an alumnus of Soongsil University at Pyongyang and the
refounder of Soongsil at Seoul - is one of the most respected pastors of the Presbyterian
church in Korea. His pastoral activity is well-known, but his theology is not well studied.
This essay will seek to clarify his theological thoughts. It does not examine his theology
from the viewpoint of systematic theology, but tries to survey some important aspects
of his theological thoughts:

First, the ground of his thought is patriotism. His nationalism has grown from the
historical situation of Korea during his young ages when Korea was annexed and
oppressed by the Japanese Empire. Especially, he was strongly influenced from his
Christian teachers like Lee Seung-Hun, the founder of Osan Christian High School at
Jeongju, and Cho Man-Shik, the principal of the same school and the most famous
Christian political leader of North Kaorea after the 2nd World War,

Second, his theological thinking definitely comes from pietistic expriences. He
earned the biblical belief and personal confidence in Jesus Christ from the church and
experienced a personal calling from God when he was a student of Soongsil university.
His pietism culminated in the experience of tuberculosis during his studing time in the
USA.

Third, his theology could be characterized as presbyterian and evangelical theology.
Unlike many other Korean pastors of his times, he obtained his theological education
at Princeton Theological Seminary, a center of presbyterian theology in the USA. He
characterized his theology as evangelism stressing the justification of sinners only through
the belief in Jesus Christ.

Fourth, his theology aimed at a theology of church thoroughly. The church needs
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the theology which concetrates on continuous evangelism and the renewal of the church.
Ecumenism also belongs to his church-centered theology. He had experienced the division
of the church through the separation of Westerminster Theological Seminary from
Princeton Theological Seminary. The unity of the church always has priority over
differencies in the theological position.

Fifth, he was interested in social diakonia in his first pastoral activities in North
Korea. In Seoul, he constructed various diakonia institutions. He founded the World Vision
with Rev. Bob Pierce during the Korean War. His political theology had been established
by anti-imperialism and anti-communism. Both ideologies mean modern idolatry for the
Korean church., He argued his conservative position based on this anti-communism in
the era of dictatorship .

Rev. Han Kyung-Chik could be characterized through his love and humility above
all. His theology has sprung wp from his personality.
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