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Abstract

The Faith of Kim, Yang-son, a Church Historian,
and Korean Church

Chull Lee

Kim, Yang-sun(1907-1970) was a distingmshed church historian in Korea,
makmg profound resecarch on the subject. We can see his academic zeal and
contribution to the progress of the subject in his scholarly works. So can we do
his love and concem about Korean church in the works. As other historians did,
he must have had his own points of view on which he mterpreted and evaluated the
church history From the points, he would have presented the way the Korean church
had to follow. This study attempts to find out what the points were, how they were
formed, and what meaning and significance they have for the Korean church today.
For this, we first look into the circumstances of Northwest Korea where he was bom
and brought up, since he was, like other people, a son of his atmosphere.

Northwest Korea had distinct political, economic, and cultural circumstances.
Because of this, people in the region came to harbor a number of specific attitudes
and yeamings that were uniquely their own. In the political domain, Northwestemers
had long suffered from both the central government’s discrimination of appointment
and the local government officials’ squeeze and oppression. So they came to yeam
for liberty and equality Since they were hardly able to accomplish their political
ambition, many of the northwesterners pursued their carcers in the economic area
instead of in the political area and grew up to the independent middle class, at least
in economic sense. Culturally they had greater openness to new ideas. The northwest
tetritory was refatively more feeble influence of Confucianism than other regons.

Non-existence of yangban, a muling class, was another characteristic of the region.
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Northwestemers could therefore be more independent, progressive, and autonomous
in their everyday life and enjoy more freedom to make social action than people in
other territories.

Kim, Yang-sun grew up in such atmosphere of Northwest Korea. He had a
grandfather-in-law, Paik, Hong-jun, who had crossed the Yalu river(Korean-Chinese
border line), met a Scotland missionary in China and got baptized by him long before
foreign missionaries entered Korea. His grandfather, Kim, Yi-ryon, and father, Kim,
Kwan-keun, also were baptized on the other side of the river in 1889, which was
apparently against the law of the central govermnment. Christianity in Korea, it can
be thus said, started with the independent and progressive activity of Northwest
Koreans rather than that of early missionaries. Kim, Yang-sun valued this point, and
from this point he started his evaluation of the Korean church, 1)He emphasized
i his study an independent and autonomous aspect of Korean church in its early
stage and envisioned the church to be more independent and autonomous in church
activity, theological education, publication, ritual system and so on. 2)Kim valued
qualitative growth of church above quantitative growth. The Korean church falls far
short of fully performing the role of the light and salt for the world, he believes,
when it makes quantitative progress only. 3)According to him, the church should
protest against any religious oppression. In any circumstance, the church has to
remain faithful to its faith. He put his principles into practice. 4) Bible is an
invaluable book to Christians, for the church should think and act only on the basis
of Bible. This Bible needs to be kept being revised to avoid an error in translation.
5)History should be recorded as it happens. It should not be distorted by a political
or moral cause. Nor should it be written only for contemporaries. It has to be
recorded for the generations to come.

Today the Korean church faces various problems from church decline to
criticism from the Korean society. It may be thus time to give ear to Kim, Yang-sun.
The Korean church needs to look back upon its past and reflect its place and role

in the Korean church history and in the Korean society.
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