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Abstract

A Study on the Christian Novels
in the Early Period of Modernization of Korea

Kim, Kyung-Wan

This study analyzes the themes and literal figuration of the Christian novels in
the early period of modernization of Korea, thereby identifies their significance in
the history of Korean literature.

The study extracts the themes and pattern of literary figuration of the Christian
novels in the period through examining authors and analyzing each of their works,
and classifies the works into three groups. The theme of the works classified as the
first group is overcoming human sufferings in a Christian way. Da-jeong-da-han
describes political sacrifice and the work of souls’ winning. Its leading character,
Sam-sung, does what is right, being put into prison as a political victim, However,
reading Christian literatures there, he converts to Christianity. Later, his innocence is
proved. After being set free from the prison, he dedicates himself to the work of
souls' winning. Mong-jo deals with family tragedy and Christian faith,
Han-dae-heung and his wife, Jung-boo-in, are involved in the work of national
independence from Japan, but collapse. He dies at a prison. His wife is in despair
for her husband’s death. While bringing up her children, she is evangelized by a
woman and becomes a Christian. The themes of Bak-yon-pok-po are enemy and
love. Its main character, Ae-kyung, comes across a calamity from a robber,
Ko-dae-jang. Later, when she meets him, she forgives him. She gives him a Bible,
leading him to become a Christian. These works are common in describing that the
leading characters overcome human sufferings by Christian faith.

The second group is the works whose themes are social criticism and Christian
solution to social problems. Ahn Kook-Sun's Keum-su-hoe-euy-rok focuses on sin and
repentance. Kim Pil-Su’s Kyung-se-jong deals with moral crisis and Christian solution
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