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116) Ibid., p. 293

117) TDOT., p. 758

118) Hans W. Wolff, Wegweisung: Gottes wirken im Alten Testament,
olakt o, $EEY 4 Fol AlA= shbd (A& eyl S eEdAE 1981), p . 86.
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ABSTRACT
A STUDY OF TYE CONCEPT OF BLESSING IN T:E BIBLE

The purpose of this thesis is to discover what the Bible teaches about the concept of
blessing. Koreans have traditionally aspired to be blessed with good health and wealth.
They have also wished for peace in the family and for prosperity for their descendants,
for their mentality is quite, though not absolutely, affected by the Shamanistic view of
blessing.

However, the trouble is that this Shamanistic view is sweeping through the Korean
Church. Christianity has grown rapidly, quantitatively as well as qualitatively, since its
introduction into Korea. As a result, the idea has come into the Korean church that
material growth and an emphasis on wealth take precedence over qualitative growth.
Christians go to church and hope to receive blessing and good health. This is because
they misunderstand the concept of blessing in the Bible.

Korean Christians think of material, earthly blessing as biblical blessing. The idea
that they can become rich if they believe in Jesus Christ comes to have dominion over
them. They also regard faith in Jesus as a way to material blessing, and offering as a
conditional investment. Another misunderstanding is one regarding the root of blessing.
Simply stated, they think that God doesn’t possess the sovereignty of blessing;
rather the pastor or revivalist gives it to the congregation. The Christians believe that they
are necessarily blessed if the pastor or revivalist pronounces a blessing upon them.

What, then, is the cause of this mistaken concept of blessing? On the one hand,
Christians are influenced by Shamanistic blessing. — Their minds are obsessed by
Shamanism, which only seeks after earthly, material blessing and has not the
eschatological view of blessing. Because of this, Giboksinang (belief in such
Shamanistic blessing) is spreading into the church.

On the other hand, pastors have laid an excessive emphasis on material blessing in order

to promote the growth of their churches, because they saw that the churches which taught

that the Christians could become rich if they believed in Jesus, achieved rapid
quantitative growth. However, not only pastors but also Christians, are responsible for
belief in Shamanistic blessings. While Korea began to experience economic growth after
1960, people came to feel relative poverty on account of urbanization and industrializ-

ation. They went to church because of this structural anxiety and pursued the
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Giboksinang in order to be compensated for their realities.

The representative of Giboksinang is Cho, Yonggi, who uses the principle of triple
salvation as a criterion for ministry. His triple blessing, which consists of spiritual and
material blessing and good health, stimulates the people’s appetite. He proclaimes that
people can succeed in everything, enjoy good health and live a long life in the world, if
they believe in Jesus. Also he says that Christians can, indeed must, be blessed with
material blessing, and it is almost blasphemy against Jesus Christ for them not to be blessed
with material, earthly blessing. His teaching makes the people think of the biblical blessing
as being only material blessing.

What, then, is blessing in the Bible? There are the material, earthly aspects of blessing
also in the Bible. However, we must view blessing diachronically in the light of
soteriology. The blessing which God promised to Abraham is fulfiled in J esus’ works of
justification. Therefore, the Bible says that blessing in the New Testament is the
redemptive work of Jesus, and Christ is the consumation of the blessing promised to
Abraham. The Bible also promises the Kingdom of God as an eschatological blessing to
believers. This doesn’t refer to the material aspect but the eschatological aspect of
blessing. Therefore, the view that the material aspect of blessing is biblical is incorrect.

Hence Korean Christianity must drive out the syncretism of biblical blessing and
Shamanisic blessing. It must also reject not only the revival movement for church growth
and the Christians’ use of offering as a way to gain blessing, but also the pursuit of wealth
and the priority of numerical success. First of all, Korean Christianity must re-establish
the theology of blessing, for all Christians cannot necessarily attain material wealth or
succeed in everything. They sometimes wander through the bitter times of life for the
glory of God. Therefore Korean Christianity must teach that blessing in the Bible is the
eschatological Kingdom of God through Jesus’ redemptive works. It must also emphasize

the eschatological, spiritual aspect of blessing over earthly peace, wealth and good health.
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