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A STUDY ON HAEYUROK

Prof. Hai-Soon Lee

Ewha Womans University

Historically Japanese had asked poems to Korean envoys, and thus they seemed to
satisfy their desire for culture since the Koryo dynasty. However, it was from 17th to
18th century when Chosun dynasty dismissed her envoys 12 times that the desire had
been enlarged to the common people on a large scale.

The purpose of this paper lies in considering the significances and meanings of
culrural exchanges between Korea and Japan through Haeyurok ( ¥ % # ), a travelogue
written by Shin Yu-han ( & # % ) who went to Japan as a member of Korean envoys in
1719.

" The thing attracting our concern, above all, is that Shin Yu-han contacted with a
great deal of Japanese people from the various kinds of classes and academic backgrounds
at the time.

The people Shin met during his nine months’ stay in Japan can be divided into two
groups. One was the literary men who wished to chant poems with him together: the
other was ordinary common people who attempted to possess anything he wrote, even
a rough draft, as a precious treasure. In the former case some of them used to occupy the
important place in the history of Japanese literature in Chinese characters. They were
already well aware of Korean poets and scholars.

In general Shin’s association with Japanese literary men were made through
exchanging poems. Shin did not regard their poems highly, and even criticized severely
their clumsiness, lack of context, artlessness and worthlessness.

What is important is that literary superiority of Korean envoys made it possible
Japanese poets recognize their levels and limits and promote to turn their efforts toward
their own proper literature, which would be resulted to the early establishment of modern
Japanese literature.

Although Shin made great efforts to satisfy need and desire of Japanese people through
literary works, he also learned many things through this envoyment. He seemed to have
felt conflict after seeing richness and beautiful landscape of Japan. Moreover, he found in
Japan rapid import and publishment of books, cleanliness, accuracy, orderliness besides
Shogung’s economy and establishment of administration, and came to conclusion that
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display of superiority by means of creation of poems was the only and best way to
overcome Japanese pride.

In addition what attracts our concern in this travelogue is his recognition of
individuality of Korean literature through the contacts with Japanese literary men. Such
recognition might also have been caused by cultural exchange with Japanese who often
asked about Korean proper characters, scholarship, political system and customs.

Shin’s Haeyurok is sure to be precious material to reconfirm that Japan owed her
culture much to Korea, but his excessive exposure of literary superiority might have given
some false impression to the contemporay Korean scholars that Japanese could be changed

through literay cultivation, and so they would not invade Korea again.






