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1) George T. Milton, The Truth about John Steinbeck and the Migrants, (Los Angels, 1939), p.5
Martin Staples Shockly, “The Reception of The Grapes of Wrath in Oklakoma,” American Literature, 15 (Jan.
1945), pp. 3561~361.
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Steinbeck o] o371 4] #gHiEE MRPLol HEol vk ohivk, = fEeleld BBUTet MBUNE F
A& sl Yk KB & B fEd A HEs Az Aol ?

o714 BIEZF 5 o] /e A2 E A7k 43 ¥zlw, The Grapes of Wrath &= 300
2 3 fEfmelek. o] 30 FollA Hi4r¢] 18%7Hx| & Oklahoma o] £EE fifgste ol A e
A Feked, IS #AC wehe ATl Rilignle] BRE ek IMEAS HEFEER
22 Hgel vertst =rle] Oklahoma Jiel Al EA W IMEAEC] 665F BEE w2t = 3
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E o] Rl Al ftzkel £+ fidw HEFIEE FARLE BYAS I Y W E
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Aell Al gk wkeb o] EEREC] 713 pt@hid FLE 7H2 wel71= ek

2) Warren French: John Steinbeck, (New York: Twayne Publishing, Inc., 1961) p. 95.
3) The Grapes of Wrath, (Austrailia: Penguin Books Ltd., 1959) pp. 351~361.
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= [ES fEigute] gl £ FiEY vheg Holae Amel gk okl 28 o RS The
Grapes of Wrath &} Higd o 27} 7lgbe 7b Aokel 2R E o] sy Wik ok, =
fER7E 71 A= BEMER EEstAl gx 238 713 g Beldh. oTu s %S
BFste Ae A e BHAA Brif GIAZL BAIHZ S 422 A4 Jrd
AE 3 FellA e R A T BERS A=dde B, =g JHEY RS Bugst
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4) Peter Lisca, The Wide World of John Stcinbeck, (New Brunswick, New J ersey Rutgers Univ. Press) p.146.
5) Ibid., II, 124—125.
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stol S= Gel JedAE R AL ofd E3ell W3 HEARY B 28 @R
7t ged SR, & EEY & s AR Y BRIV I BHE 2 4 9k
AL FHIEl «© dell v EEREA AT EREHY B& TE FHel ik AolAnul
[FiRgell Steinbeck o] of = FFhel]l 93 Hi—fbetert =at olwl kel 3t EEFH w)
£ B WA= BERCINY] dEelelaE &+ U ©
221} o] Dubious Battle & filio 2 dlo] 2 —kMifRe 31x] 2o 47 o .
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i

LY 28 B, S g Ay 29 g Sol ol o) wyH, £ FESL, A&
e BBAAE Aol Eard A HY BT S BT o 2L BEsl g Aol
o wheld B MAE eI £E W) 2 EHES S AAE Yol RS ol
AEAHE BREES 2E SWT + 99¢ Aelh. 2Q 23 4 gk 2AL 5

T kmd FEHE BABOE BENE Ao S JolAE HEw

o171 o o},

The Grapes of Wrath ol A 5] 7858 welx et E=SA R
MEE o8 ferbe 27HA ®FEE v Fo Bolx zhxlel

Steinbeck & °] {Efh& W B UF A e A H2F Fekel v Aksl 9z, Bz
- EEEES Ga LRt ALY B 2E o] RS 27 skl 19364F 9F H-e] HA
FORIESE] W41, Salinas o} Bakersfield Z£iie] iR K-S 2o}l fjEE Zo] = RiRE
o] LIS B4 BuEEl ol ¥ 2 317 Lawrence Clark Powell ol A] =] = o] vl 4k
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“I have to write this sitting in a ditch. I’m out working

may go south to pick a little

cotten. Migrants are going south now and 1I’ll probably go along” 1

X I+ Of Mice and Men(1936)2] Bha{b #igol4 A7]+= 6,00088-4 JEREAA
of F9lon, 2 w9 BIkS H#E#E Pascal CoviciolAl |A& wu,

I must go over into the interior valleys. There are five thousands families starving to deatn

over there, not just hungry, but actually starving . . . . In one tent there are twenty people

6) French, op. cit., p.99.

7) East of Eden (New York: The Viking Press) pp.413—415.

8) Lisca, op. cit., p. 147.

9) Ibid., II, 144.

10) Lawrence Clark Powell: “Toward a Biography of John Steinbeck,” Celophon 3 (Autumn, 1938), pp.562—563.
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quaranted for smallpox and two of the women are to have babies in that tent this week . . . .
Talk about Spanish children. The death of children by starvation in our valley is simply
staggering . . . . I’ll do what I can . . . . Funny how mean and how little books become in

the face of such tragedies.”” 1V

S0 Beh 2% Life 3o BAME e o) Sol B BFl Be B e
a4, 2t TR Ll g 432,

bk

“I’'m sorry but I simply can’t make money on these people . . . . The suffering is too great

for me to cash in on it.’’1?

olelx EESE A ok G BEANA Helt olwl U —HRI LAt ol
%} The Breakfast ol 4 {2315 MBS 2ol 93 Solrtn = Walt o Be e 2o
%R Aot

HetA ol fEiell vehd A& BEREHEES TEA A Ageld, kA HE5e ks F
Rell slg TilAigiol=], volrbAv BIARES BB MK, EiiEd oek T %
el Aoleh. whelAl Steinbeck & o] fERoIA BEE] HMWEN RS v 2 1 HBIE] MpL

o el AA ol 8e] WS kol dem, Wi BB EAERS WEMES HEEE
AW, =x Mgl Hiagste ek A
L% rh Steinbeck & o] [IHS] RO 2 Folg Wol B9S2 Fite aiky o

A 2o BiE BAT il 9 MRS AETE 2T 2 + 98 Aol gl
T Bl MFM S ARl BT + dE BRRAAN B KREE £ Zoldn
BEE RRS BBl fes TYX ox P83} 2o Biksn gk

“For a minute Rose of Sharon sat still in the whispering barn. Then she hoisted her tired
body up and drew the comforter about her. She moved slowly to the corner and stood looking
down at the wasted face, into the wide, frightened eyes. Then slowly she lay down beside him.
He shook his head slowly from side to side. Rose of Sharon loosened one side of the blanket
and bared her breast. “You got to,” she said. She squirmed closer and pulled his head close.
‘There.” she said. “There.” Her hand moved behind his head and supported it. Her fingers
moved gently in his hair. She looked up and across the harn, and her lips came together and

smiled mysteriously.”’!?

11) Lewis Gannet, “Introduction,” The Portable Steinbeck, (New York: The Viking Press. 1946), pp. XX—XXI
12) Lisca, op. cit., p. 146.
13) The Grapes of Wrath, p. 416.
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29 FHBE PEABESL 28] fFf East of Eden(1952)ell FRERERSHAl mfE= o 3171 =i

Fof] 27-¢ Zo] sl ok 3l = The Grapes of Wrath ¢+ East of Eden 2 sz} sf
= FibE o714 9+ Aeleh
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“The American Standard translation orders men to triumph over sin, and you can call sin
ignorance. The King James translation makes a promise in “Thou shalt,” meaning that men
will surely triumph over sin. But the Hebrew word, the word timshel—‘thou mayest’—that
gives a choice. It might be the most important word in the world. That says the way is open.

That throws it right back on a man. For if ‘Thou mayest’ it is also true that “Thou mayest

not.’ ** 19
S XE FERR BEAA doshe BEFEE Yol AMAA FEE Sl AL etz 4
, + ‘shalt'zk BERAE £ ARl dAl7be JE vheelAl 2 AL FUKsL
doE A ID} oAl ZaE stud Y s Av1A Eshd A Al Wie] € Aol ¥

A Fhbdel JkE Ank AR obF Bl glol® KAl JMAE R MRT 47

14) Lisca, op. cit., p.177.

15) Goseph Fontenrose ##%= 7.9 2¥# John Steinbeck o] 4 Timshel o] o}l z Timshol o]ebzm #=|ul o} 714
Text o} 2 Timshel & A}-g3kc},
16) East of Eden: p.304.
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Steinbeck & =3 ARl % AAl = FRel AR ol BHALS AA LR, 6
Y, EEFER 22 2E sht o sReld L @vk 27 shalsk opwe] felAl o] %
& e, o e obd Anbe Ut wRa ww RATR fEleks Aelgh o
24 BIHAY Adam & Tbel,

“I remember being a little outraged at God. Both Cain and Abel gave what they had, and

God accepted Abel and rejected Cain. T never thought that was a just thing. I never under-

stand it.”” 17

SER &_z] Xk RATYE +7F QA3 Adam -2 A Age}l, 22y shelnk @ wwk

0§ Zel Al Aol
“I can’t get over a feeling that Cain got the dirty end of the stick.”

fR o] NATTe 2 8 1wl

it

o 3L ARleldl, 28 R A 5 WS
7HURS FP=® Adam & A% B2 Qel@eh Te) Samuel & thgs) gte] o wakeh,

E

“God did not condemn Cain at all. Even God can have a preference, can’t he?”” 19

o ARkl SEERES AR =k, el AE MBHEC] Yelok dteh. o)A W Steinbeck & ol
RS 58] HEWSIT = BT & AlSste] shal Ltk Bl SeldlAl ol2i K
FRVEAN = BEHAYE AA #FE E3 ke v 24 Samuel o] 4 72He] So] nw,

“Two stories have haunted us and followed us from the beginning.”” samuel said. “We carry

them along with us like invisible tails—the story of original sin and the story of Cain and
Abel.”’

17)i Ibid., 11, 169.
18) Ibid., II, 269.
19) Ihid., II, 269.
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ghn RIES BBEsha, shalsh obdle] o]okr]e] HAE,

“But do you think of another frame to this picture? Excuse or not, we are snapped back to

our ancestry. We have guilt.”” 29
gl Yoz el shd HERel7] el JEE Ada glvka g3, Adam ] (Fheluk
o] €& mtehe Tl ek =,

“Maybe he did,” said Samuel. ‘“But Cain lived and had children, and Abel lives only in the

story. We are Cain’s children.” 2V
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“We are descended from this [story]. This is our father. Some of our guilt is absorbed in our
ancestry. What chance did we have? We are the children of our father. It means we aren’t the

first. It’s an excuse, there aren’t enough excuse in the world.” 22

gt wAl L SR uk Lee o] 4742 vhar),

“Not convincing ones anyway,”’ said Lee.

Else would long ago have wiped out guilt, and the world not be filled with sad, punished

people.” 29
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ook & A ol vz KEisle® Bilvtn 2= A Askel $)el & Samuel o] Y Adam ¢
REIE & 71919 $hfRel U7t IR SE7L vk Al Fel v =y LAl AR FFU A B

FEL A £ g QS WE fkES 17X £ Ao] Lee = Steinbeck & EHN
%ahol v}, 1.8 QA ostd, AME JBE AA mholzhe Aoloh, 2l A LeedlAl dle
g ME 2 ¢ 9a, & L

=
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) Ibid., II, 269—270.
) Ibid., II, 270.

) Ibid., II, 268—269.
) Ibid., II, 268—269.
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“I think this [Cain and Abel story] is the best known story in the world because it is every-
body’s story. I think it is the symbol of the human soul . . . . The greatest terror a child can
have is that he is not loved, and rejection is the hell he fears. I think everyone in the world to
a large or small extent has felt rejection. And with rejection comes anger, and with anger
some kind of crime in revenge for rejection, and with crime guilt—and there is the story of
mankind. I think that if rejection could be amputated, the human would not be what it is.
Maybe there would be fewer crazy people. I am sure in my-self there would not be many
jails . . . . The human is the only guilty animal. Now wait! Therefore I think this old
and terrible story is important because it is the chart of human soul— the secret, rejected,

guilty soul.”” 24

Steinbeck & ©] fElA Lee Mk ohlzh 3fkel A& Trask % #WFES Ssted 919
FEe A2 A BWe Pod, 1& = A 2L e AR chieh o] FE o Wi
thes, AMS HEE 04 AsE 94 22 “Do thow’zhA v “Thou shalt”7} obd
“Thou mayest,” & ARIS HimET 2294 & 4 ke Frs #us o 2o,

H
a2EE e o] AMS AmEES REE AR T T gleh wek,

“And I feel that I am a man. And I feel that a man is very important than a star. This
is not theology. I have no bent toward gods. But I have a new love for that glittering in-
strument, the human soul. It is a lovely and unique thing in the universe. It is always attacked

and never destroyed.—because ‘Thou mayest.” *’ 25

B Lee = 3ol 3 $27 93, o|d Lee gl w%ol Aron & Wgel 74 wEe] F&
o2 Fo} Yk ARL AX =, ofix Adam¢| PUEE Fel95HE Calebd Adam 9| #

Ko 2 o]Fa 7} Caleb ol Al = HEEHES Felal Lee v Hfshe Aol ch

He did a thing in anger, Adam, because he thought you had rejected him. The result of his
anger is that his brother and your son is dead . . . . “Your son is marked with guilt out of
himself—out of himself—almost more than he can bear. Don’t crush him with rejection.
Don’t crush him, Adam . . . .

24) Ibid., II, 271
25) Ibid., II, 304.
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“Adam, give him your blessing. Don’t leave him alone with his guilt . . . .
“Help him, Adam, help him. Give him his chance. Let him be free. 'That’s all a man has over

the beasts. Free him! Bless him!>> 26

Hell A o SR o] HEEHE olAo] 1o RLEIEHRS MRSk HAke] S Aol
21} o]gAl Hul o] AL o] Ekele 5B wl-obe FETsl HEEEAF wl SRRel=h ol
o g SRe| A Wo] e EELE ol H 7R ARMAl TR AL Kok slold, Mozt
Blo] AMIS M, el A3ele] AR Wiz EekdTa 2x gd 5 971 sEelEh o
A W) AL el Al FEA RIEHs Aol ohx, 28l Afel HTESAA EEehe
Aoleh, H— jifo] kel W2 GUHDel (Aradolehw shalY WAEI = el I
2 ule o8] ARMES #ES ¢ 4 94 S Aelsk, 2= Steinbeck > ] Bl
o QelA7t ke ARl HETOl ulgk BRI A el Eigdl ke HES BRA 27t
= Aoleh, vhA] e, el wg Wik, AR H& wiake] 5o WRElEE I
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“Humans are caught—in their lives, in their thoughts, in their hungers and ambitions, in

their avarice and cruelty, and in their kindness and generosity too—in a net of good and

EE

evil . . ..

“A man, after he has brushed off the dust and chips of life, will have left only the hard, clean

questions :Was it good or was it evil? Have I done well—or evil?”” 27

Mk, Aol Sl EmEsId+ = ¢ w3 k= ¥ e BEe —e] #Ea A
ol & B3 AolguE £ © & /HA Relztz o . AfHel olal fFfEe] 7]
w] o] o] )l FES] MU <ol Al Steinbeck & ARFY] BEHE ¢ _O_a:]% Aolek, 7} (opud

=
i
)
b

i
i)
r—rll
—.—‘

S

26) Ibid., II, 602. .
27) Ibid., II, 413.
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= WESHL ARl ¥ % fie] Fkele 2 AL AR

T L U ARl AME &% mES @ HE Eigs)

# gk e 2¥A duel, 919 Thou mayest'sh RS thal A

Rl Rl A vhehe ® AR S AMS #5415k @5l 2roe 3e Hm
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Maybe you’ll come to know that every man in every generation is refined. Doesn’t a craftman,
even in his old age, love his hunger to make a perfect cup—thin, strong, translucent? . . .
All impurities burned out and ready for a glorious flux, and for that—more fire. And then

either the slag heap or, perhaps what no one in the world ever quite gives up, perfection.” 28

5 & R QA & Aol fifk=lel e AL R A kw2 EEe =
Foll wek TR 2E AE] dAYe] shl T 8 Wbk 58e2 A% chobtw g
T, o1RA =7 Aok AMolAE ¥4 H% kel mslAdvke Steinbeck & W gl

THUA o] BiE, ARE 2717 2n g %%%EOH SehA S % WS EEE A
Fo2A A8 o171 ghew dHw, = AMY HEA Adel grhn 2x XER 2o
B2 g At ST EHE 42 gol AAn Yk Aol ohys, AMezAd
fEol b Aol

“You see there’s a responsibility in being a person. It’s more than just taking up space where

air would be’’ 29

28) Ibid., II, 600.
29) Ibid., II, 455.
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olRA fEES I HfrzH HEY FES BRET F dede oA ARdARL A A
o] olAe] =3 AWML AMRA st Aelel v Wx ot A IE

“And it occurs to me that evil must constantly respawn, while good, while virtue, is immortal.

Vice has always a new fresh young face, while virtue is venerable as nothing else in the world
is.?? 30)

gtz et o 22 EEo| x}Tul A7)

& ¥ Pigsta As

B AA obFR Mkeld #HEE Todu = Bl TH
o vheg BAD A 2AFL AAY —He Aolw, ol

ol AM ol AE %3 Ak AT Acldm v THeh
257k Steinbeck & AMS] HmEEel BEE Fu =% AMOIA Wit ML A
& e Aol ohdeh AM o 77 &, ol=, fkelm mR Bl el A
Folhn W glvh zelmz ol e d A EoH AMSE S brke] FolAl o Fx m
AET Lfrd FE AolThn BT 2o AR BEH e ARS o=ty 2
Dshe AE ohde, ® ] fmat RelA ol AE chlm 2ad fel e wd

Plee pufEdde mshe HAas fEd 29a 94 1% 2w e
oSk el ARl A7 A bk, & HETEAES %o Kok A% BET A AME %

¥g FelA Ak Aoldh 24 2k,

ir
X1

A,
2

“And I guess a man’s importance in the world can be measured by the quality and number of
his glories. It is lonely thing but it relates us to the world. It is the mother of all creativeness,

and it sets each man separate from all other men.”” 3V

o] WEMS HOe Hak HE WESE sk ek o)’ ks FH
o = 2 Polekn FEsAwE, 2T 2 Aol $E 2 st F o] {i:

B3k BIRE ZA siFe, ZeihAE £EE oEA T 2E flGe B e Aol

94 Steinbeck &, AMME olsie Hkom Wohe B3 A4 KiEE e + 9
S AAge FaAwd AMel B ffEezty & mu %% A Hkdz A
T 3 Ahe W fEel dn, = 287 AAE o Fe] she Al W W WA

]
EAe] Awzl LR HHel7 = shebn EiReh = 27k 83469 A& 7tn v

30) Ibid., II, 415.
31) Ibid, II, 13L
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ohivke AL B glol AT EHH st Bojux gom osL REa [ -

A glele S Ame] HEE M2 B0 Aok Aotk weld Steinbeck o] A<

#ehe EAS EfEehe A Ao 2L BEES AU 99 2R Aoy bl olx

WO Sl A Aol melAwl @ 2 e AMS W el ASx ok ARshe %
2

I
Lol A AR BBHE 222 £ sats Ao

“And this I believe: that the free, exploring mind of the individual human is the most valuable

thing in the world.” 32

A EA]l FAE ot Avolt nlgo] i ol 4 14 mER A =
N AW, o] 51 S BE Aol MEE Ax Ao ohx

& AREel Ae gol WS Bk S A @A,

AL, 23] gk

“Surely most men are destroyed, but there are others who like pillars of fire guide frightened

men through the darkness.”” 3%

A4 2 vheh Do) Aol Ae % AL ERE ABEE o B4 FuH I 25 2o A

o o

TR EACl WA AL shmuk, B BoFe] Mk fiie] mASA Y jER
Aol ohdeh & Al A7 o] Fa Qb I W WA @EE ol BN
BB A 74shent st o & sl =eA Steinbeck & fifholl s14
A Fatol 22l5 AM 4ol A€ 3ol BAIT Aol eha HE(EH o

sl o) EAL B, A ¥
AL BETEE} RS A0 Ao Folartebs 24el Aohed, 242 Afdiba,
{Me] 2}, Steinbeck & A&A g o) whare),

TEE RRIA B BlithS gegkatA HQom, W o] BRE AWML EEE
A K= FEAdes ARE MEY A2 Eobbn ekt Aotk Qe AE et we)
2ol A2 A28 A, EAC] F2 AL Aol MY BT Aad, o
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=

=
JTiH mass ¢} group o] =} w]oro} wlg ety A Z-gkel, 2w 4] Steinbeck 2,

pi s

It is true that two men can lift a bigger stone than one man. A group can build automobiles

32) Ibid., II, 132.
33) Ibid., II, 308—309.
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guicker and better than one man. And bread from a huge factory is cheaper and more uni-
form. When our food and clothing and housing all are born in the complication of mass pro-
duction, mass method is bound to get into our thinking and eliminate all other thinking. In
our time mass or collective production has entered our economics, our politics, and even our
religion, so that some nations have substituted the idea collection for the idea of God. This in
my time is the danger. There is great tension in the world, tension toward a breaking point,

and men arc unhappy and confused.’’ 34

gl {EfEste] B mass civilization 3+ £FELE FFIS) FEHSt T ¢leh
2 A olEl el A AMR &8 shEsl 2 BERE 24 "ue Aon F,
@ v T W0E AQUE?
@ v=
® v=
e A, ol# BERlE 7HX
olvf.  slukdtd EH TolA ARuke] Al EAE A e,
ﬂﬂ
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fEifel. e = mhgols] oo 2@ ke Aolvh AF7R F Abg Dlkel 9 3te gl A2
oM AR gvtx 2= YAsch BE, BE, 5, OEWl, S B AFd g5t &l
BRI Aol o] FelAl fllv T8 2P, AAV Al Aol 47 Follok vl2ik £
Blol ZAE WA, FIAH, BRsg& Wolx £Meold fbkst BokelA 23 FAL BB
T ke delwh Y A RET AL BAY 28 whg S AES miE o],
Steinbeck & vz} o] FEiEstaL glvh

“At such a time it seems natural and good to me to ask myself these questions. What do I
believe in? What must I fight for and what must I fight against?

Our species is the only creative species and it has only creative instrument, the individual
mind and spirit of man. Nothing was ever created by two men. There are no good collabora-
tions, whether in music, in art, in poetry, in mathematics, in philosophy. Once the miracle of
creation has taken place, the group can build and extend it, but the group never invents any-

thing. The preciousness lies in the lonely mind of a man.”” %

2 o] HER EAS mhol EEMdE stx EEoR ikl ot A2 fEe
2 el s o] HE&E BJjolw BMi/A ZtFx gwEx vk a2k o] £EE

34) Ibid., II, 131—132.
35) Ibid., II, 132.
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TRk, ROER Alake)h, MIEESL e BEEEl BAE € 4 gl BUSER 59 FEo=lH

HEE 9219 o B8 Folvx, 2244 b7 o, M7 wotr] « 2o $e)7)

ek old HEE ok Lk, Folg wg A2 FUL dstd = Fold Fﬂo}"% &
A7 B AWst e 25 A Fakel. 2ol 4] Steinbeck & thSw 2o mEHE
3t

And this T believe: that the exploring mind of the individual human is the most valuable
thing in the world. And this I would fight for: the freedom of the mind to take any direction
it wishes, undirected. And this I must fight against: any idea, reliegion, or government which

limits or destroy the individual. This is what I am and what I am about.” 3¢

F AR e AL MAY BREFL =T F9 506 ol dule shgol Al4bdl4]
M BESE A=, EAE fEA dekd g AL o FHeR 2 AL R
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E WA FE A, S AR FikE R A A4 ged dashe Aol
Shbshe G Holo e BkSH AMBMA dekss o) 18oE Al
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36) Ibid., II, 132.
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John Steinbeck’s Religious View and
Social Consciousness

Kim, Yi-chul

Summary

This paper purports to give an account of John Steinbeck’s social consciousness and its
limitation in his works, especially in the Grapes of Wrath compared with East of Eden.

In the Grapes of Wrath, he not only raises problems of migrating farmlaborors at the
mercy of the landlords and bankers or capitalists without any possibility of getting ever
better off, but also attempts to find a solution to them.

Not a spectator as in In Dubious Battle, he in this work is a positive advocate revealing
facts, manifesting excessive cruelties of capitalism and poorness of social policies, and crying
for the solution.

In the method of solving problems, we, however, find his limitation of social conscious-
ness, especially at the last paragraph in the last chapter.

In his criticism on the Grapes of Wrath, Bernard De Voto contended that the ending
of the novel is “‘symbolism gone sentimental,”> but he did not know Steinbeck’s outlook
or philosophy on life.

Steinbeck did express fully his view of life in East of Eden. He said, ‘‘It has in it every-
thing I have been able to learn about my view of life or art . . . . in all these years.”’

He also praised in East of Eden that ‘‘the free, exploring mind of the individual human
is the most valuable thing in the world.””

Therefore his solution of problems raised in The Grapes of Wrath is not socialistic or
revolutionary one, as some critics maintained. He hates the dualism of ‘this good’ and
that bad. He does not think only the farmhands are good or the landowners are bad. He
also said that ‘‘all humans are guilty.”” Here we can see that he grasps the meaning of life
at the religious level not at that of ideology.

Thus the solution of problems in The Grapes of Wrath should naturally be like the last

paragraph of it. But it was called ‘gone sentimental.” And we should also understand that
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the novel’s materials to make a climactic ending difficult.
Steinbeck has faced the same problem in In Dubious Battle, where he had solved it
by “‘stopping on a high point.’’ By this same solution in The Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck

avoided three pitfalls: a deus exmachina ending; a Summing-up, moral essay; and a new
level of horror.

These were the limitations of his social consciousness.

— 476 —



