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A Study of the Works of Kwon P’il

So, Jae-yung

Summary

Kwon P’il was a famous writer who lived during the reigns of King Sonjo(£if) and the
Kwanghae-KunCGif#E) . He is often remembered as a prolific writer who produced more
than a thousand poems. However, this study is concerned with his contributions as a nove-
list. He left us, not only representative love novels such as Chusaeng-chon(FA4:#) and
Changgyongcl’on-chon (FEWRE), but also important works, Ghusa Ghangin-chon (EEES A
and Kwaksack-chon($1%#), which display a brilliant use of metaphoric language. Since
these works, written in Chinese, have not been evaluated, I have chosen them as the object
of this study.

The contents of this paper can be subdivided into four parts. The first part deals with
Kwon P’il’s own family circumstances. He was the sixth son of Kwon Byok(i#88), in a
family of seven sons and daughters; at an early age he was adopted by his uncle Kwon
Kyong (%) . From his childhood he was heavily influenced, both spiritually and intel-
lectually, by his father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. Consistent with his upright
character, he could not stomach the political irrationality and irrelevance of his day, and so
absorbed himself in using the pen to produce resistant and satirical works in uncompro-
mising fashion.

The second part of this study underscores the extraordinary ability of Kwon P’il as a
writer. When the Japanese invasion occurred (imjin, 1592) and the country was gripped
by confusion, he courageously criticized the flight of King Sonjo to Uiju(@/M), in a memo-
rial to the throne. Secing that his teacher, Chong Ch’ol(fi#0), suffered unjustly as a result
of the devices of the opposition party, he resolved to devote himself to the cause of up-
rightness. These personal experiences help one to understand his disposition throughout
life.

Thirdly, Kwon P’il wrote a satirical poem criticizing the maladministration of the
Kwanghae-Kun. Unfortunately this poem led to his death. The Kungryu-shi (i),

saturated with criticism of government leadership, raised the ire of the throne. The author
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was soon arrested, ordered into exile, and on the way died as a result of excessive flogging.

Fourth, in the history of the development of the Korean novel we must assign great
significance to Kwon P’il’s Chusaeng-chon as a bridge between the Kumo Sinhwa(&3#7a5)
and the Hong Kiltong-chon(## %) . This novel is written in such a style that the writer
place himself in the position of having met the hero. An examination of the background
of this work suggests that the author was influenced by such Chinese works as the Aeng
Aeng-chon(%#1%) and the Kwak Sook-chon (3/1EfH), written in biographical style. The
plot in this context indicates the manner in which the novel became the standard for the
love story. The triangular love affair involving Chusaeng (Fi4:), Baedo (f#k), and Sonhwa
(flifE) reminds us of the tragic tale, Unyong-chon(E%:#), and qualifies the writer for a
position of prominence as a tragedian.

In conclusion, Kwon P’il was an eminent novelist during the first stage of the develop-
ment of the Korean novel. He was also a writer who placed more value on his works than
on his own life, maintaining a strong will against social disorder. The hero of the Chu-
saeng-chon is none other than the author himself, Kwon P’il. He may be praised as a writer

who succeeded in sublimating a tragic beauty in his novel.
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