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<Abstract>

The Study of ‘God’s divine deceit’
in God’s Judgment of Ahab(1 Kings 22)

Huh, Hwangu

The last book of so-called Deuteronomic history, 1&2 Kings include Elijah-Elisha
narratives (1 Kings 17-2 Kings 12). The background of Elijah-Elisha narratives is
Omri-Ahab dynasty’s Baalism. At that time, Baalism was penetrating into all over the
country of Israel. The spreading Baalism threatened the identity of Israel as God’s
covenant people. Against this attack God sent Elijah-Elisha as the agent of God to
protect Israel’s faith. The main theme of the ‘Elijah-Elisha Cycle’ (1 Kings 17-2
Kings 12) is the two prophets’ activities against Omri-Ahab dynasty’s Baalism.

God ordered Ahab to return to the worship of God by sending Elijah-Elisha. God
also warned through Elisha that Ahab would perish. (1 Kings 21:19) Despite God’s
mercy for Ahab, he walked the path of betraying God. Ultimately, God punished
Ahab by means of divine deceit. God used false prophets to entice him into going to
the battle at Ramoth-Gilead. Here, the following question arises: Is God right to use
divine deception for judging Ahab?

The key idea of this article is as follows: God’s divine deceit to punish Ahab is
right. First, it was prophesied that Ahab would be destroyed by God for his evildoing
to Naboth. Only the judgment was being delayed. Second, examples of divine de-
ception are found in other parts of the Bible (1 Samuel 24, Jeremiah 4, 20, Ezekiel
14). Third, divine deception is mixed with Ahab’s free will to disobey God’s will.

Keywords: Deuteronomic history, ‘Elijah-Elisha Cycle’, Omri-Ahab dynasty, Baalism,
Divine deceit, Judgment of God.





