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<Abstract>

The Significance and Limitations of
the Project to Trace the Origins of Chinese Civilization

Kim, Jung-ryol

Project to trace the origins of Chinese civilization(*11E AR TF2, zhonghua
wénming tanyuan gongchéng), a long-term trans-disciplinary program that has received
the support of national research funding programs, was conducted over 15 years from
2001 to 2015. The project was carried out to explore when, where, and how Chinese
civilization originated and developed, leading to the early dynastic countries. Although
the Korean academic community was interested in the project's contents from an early
phase, it was generally a somewhat biased and narrow view of the “History War” be-
tween China and Korea.

The article aims to examine the process of the project, its overall content, and its
primary orientation. As a result, the following was revealed: This project was an aca-
demic project promoted by China, which has emerged as a superpower in the 21st
century to overcome historical hardships and inherent division since modern times. It
also aimed to justify the integration of a multi-ethnic state centered on the Han
Chinese (7%, Hanz(t) and the rule of the Han Chinese. In addition, it was confirmed
that the project, which started for this purpose, has various academic problems due to
its inherent limitations and that there is a high possibility of "distorting" the past due

to its non-academic orientation.

Keywords: Project to trace the origins of Chinese civilization, China, Civilization,
Archaeology, Chinese nation, Diversity in unity, Huangdi, Early State





