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Abstract

A Study on the social differentiation
within sport organization

Kim, Woo-Sung

The purpose of this study, ﬁnough an examination of patterns of social differentiation
among playing positions within Korean professional baseball organizations, was to
empirically test the functional theory of Davis-Moore on the social stratification.

Davis and Moore(1945) noted that in all societies those positions which receive the
greater rewards will be the ones which are functionally most important and will be the
ones occupied by the most talented or qualified incumbents.

Davis and Moore suggested that incumbents with greater talent or training should be
induced to occupy the functionally more important positions by attaching greater rewards
to these positions. These rewards may be either material(e.g., income) or symbolic(e.g.,
prestige) in nature.

In order to test the aforementioned purposes, data were gathered and analysed through
the statistical methods of Pearsons correlation coefficient and stepwise multiple regression
analysis.

Under the basis of these methods, the following findings are summarized:

First, there were very high significant relationship between the functional importance,
specialized skill, specialized knowledge, and perceived salary and prestige.

Second, specialized skill and specialized knowledge influenced the perceived salary and
prestige.

Third, functional importance was crucial variable affecting the perceived salary and
prestige.
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