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ABSTRACT

A Reasearch on Korean Literary Heritage in Manchurian Area

—Focused on the Yonbian district—

Soh, Jae-yong
Cho, Kyu-ick

This study traces out Korean literary meanings and phases of the tales collected and poetry crea-
ted-enjoyed in Manchuria.

Korean tales in China are divided into three types in view of their form & content. A considerable
number of the tales seem to be in a same pattern as Korean tales. It is thought that most storytellers
were immigrated form Korea. But many motifs of the tales were transmitted into Chinese cultural
based on the synchronic and diachronic factors. The most valuable tales were motifs created by the
pioneers. But, many of them reappeared with a form of confrontation’ between the strong and the
weak and between the good and the evil which were formed through the period of the late Ch'ing
dynasty and Japanese invasion. The confrontation between good and evil changed into the one bet-
ween Socialism and Japan imperialism. So, it is found that the tales include the history of develop-
ment, resistence and struggle from the tales.

The poetry created in Manchuria is classified into two types - traditional and free style. In Korea
the traditional poetry is based on the metric style of Sijo or Kasa with four phrases per one line.
It is conjectured that this was due to an effort to find a new form by the interaction of genres. Sijo
and folksongs are big issues of 1920s that groped a new method of making poetry. Furthermore, there
was same situation in Manchuria, on the ground that Koreans in Manchuria regarded Sijo & folksongs
as special genres to express the national spirit. However, traditional-oriented or excessively experime-
ntal tendency of the world of poetry at that time wasn't a general trend. The reason for that was
the general pattern to follow aesthetic demand or consciousness level of reception class.

The main stream of free style poetry was a tendency to express the common emotion for mode-
rate attitude of the people at that time. They expressed their special emotions in the poetry. Their
special emotions were from consciousness of lost country and struggle to other hostile nation. Finally,
one thing to be added is that the sensual images(visual and auditory) function as main elements of

poetic construction.
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