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ABSTRACT
Korean Literature and its Acceptance of Christianity

The present studies aimed to clarify the matter how korean literature has accepted the
influence of christianity. Our literature, up to the kory odynasty, had accepted the absolute
influence of buddism. In the Yi dynasty, confucianism had influenced our literature and
had been reflected in the literary thought. However since christianity was introduced into
Korea after eighteenth century, its power have extended and it began to affect the Korean
literature. It has passed just 200 years or more since christianity was introduced into Korea.
During that time, having gone through many trials, christianity have now grown to influence
considerably almost every field of Korean literature.

The first part of this book was taken charge of by prof. So Jae young. He aimed to
examine the process of christian accpetance historically in the title “The Development of
Christianity and Korean Literature.”” In this part he examined it up to the literature of
enlightened age. Then he presented critical theory as well as defending one about
christianity, and established historical organization laying stress on the documents and
literary works. The principal items are as follows;

o Acceptance of Christianity and Resistance against it.
o Introduced Literary Works of Christianity.-
o An Interpretation of “Hong Gil Dong Jeon” and “Choon Hyang Jeon’ as Christian

Literary Works.

o Literary Works in the Enlightened Age and Christianity.

The second part was written by prof. Cho Kyu Ick. In the title of “Christianity and
Traditional Poetry”, he examined the christian influence on Korean traditional poetry. In
this part he mainly analyzed the religious KASA (a kind of long poetry written in Yi dynasty
and in the enlightened age) especially that of christianity , centering around the influence
of psalm and others on Kasain the enlightened age. The principal items are as follows;

o Historical Development of Religious Songs
o Formation and Structure of Christian Kasa

o Interrelationships between Psalm and Traditional Songs

The third part, written by prof. Han Seung Ock in the title of “Christianity and Modern
Novel,”” dealt with the matter how christianity influenced the modern novel. In this part

he examined the general aspects of christianity which had been accepted in the modern
—266—



HEH BAF (HxE) 43

‘novel, then he analyzed and criticized the concrete works by listing them according to the
writers. Especially he concentrated upon the 7 modern writers who wrote christian novels;
Lee Kwang Soo, Kim Dong In, Jeon Young Taek, Yeom Sang Seop, Shim Hoon, Kim Dong
Ri, and Hwang Soon Won.

Prof. Kwon Yung Jin took charge of the fourth part. In the title of “Christianity and
Modern Poetry”, he examined almost all the modern poets and poems that had been in-
fluenced by christianity. Here he devided the poems into two groups; before and after the
restoration of independence on Japanese imperialism. Then he dealt with the general
problems of christianity, especially with several of the important poets; Yun Dong Joo,
Kim Hyun Seung, Pak Doo Jin, Koo Sang, etc. The principal items are;

Presentations of Questions and Tendency of Existing Researches.
Formation and Tasks of Modern Christian Poems.

Concrete analysis about Modern Christian Poems.

o O O ©

General Investigation.

Unifying the four studies above, we could present a digested “History of Christian
Literature.” Despite there being many indivisual literary studies about the literature of
christianity, general ones of it are rare. This book “Korean Literature and its Acceptance
of Christianity”’ may have profound significance in the fact that it is a regular ‘History of
Christian Literature’ which has accomplished by collaboration in a mission school. In
order to verify the existing results of studies, we appended “Bibliography of the Papers

about Christianity” at the end of this book, so that researchers may consult it handily.
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