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A Study of Korean Trousers
—Styles, Names, and Uses—

This is a study of Korean trousers—styles, names, and uses—covering the period from
antiquity until the end of the United Shilla.
KOREAN TROUSERS as depicted on Koguyro wall paintings may be divided into five
styles.
1) Full trousers (E#5), gathered at the ankle, for noblemen on riding occasions.
2) Tight trousers (g§5#5), gathered at the ankle with attached crotch patch(%#),

for warriors, riding occasions.

3) Full and staight trousers, open at the ankle used by officials on ceremonial
occasions.

4) Long, straight trousers, open at the ankle, for riding, wrestling, and ordinary
occasions.

5) Short and narrow trousers (#) worn by strong men and military-related per-
sonnel of common rank.

Of the above styles, style 2 was commonly used by both men and women. All of the styles
were Korean patterns from the early Koguryo period. The original Korean costume
from northern folk origin is characterized by tubular sleeves and narrow trousers. Style
2 trousers are especuially full, baggy, and gathered (possibly) at the ankle. They are dif-
ferent from the original Korean style but display a strong identity with the Iranian trouser
fashion. This shows us that Korean fashion was affected by Iranian models early in the
ancient time.

Korean trousers may be classified according to the crotch system, the open crotch and the
closed one. The ancient Korean trouser crotch system has not yet been discovered. Pre-
suming that Japanese trousers were influnced by Korean models, it is possible that Jap-
anese trousers were Korean ones. Hence our ancient Korean trousers were the same as

Japanese White Trousers (4#8), outer trousers (5 ), and the like with respect to the

crotch system.

In the United Shilla period, men and women wore the same type trousers, under the name
of Kun(#E), unique in style, resembling modern women’s traditional underwear (paji).
Contemporarily Japanese men and women wore the same trousers, Sashinuki(35H) for
men, red trousers (§FE): Hinohakama) for women (similar to modern Korean women’s
outer underwear, Tansoggot) somewhat different from the afore-mentioned one, Kun.

Therefore, I suggest that Tansoggot-like trousers were probably also used for wemen in
the United Shilla period.
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