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A Study of the Personal Values of Juvenile
Delinquents and Normal Adolescents and
Their Perceptions of Values of Their Parents

Yon, Moon-Hee

The purpose of this study was to identify the values of juvenile delinquents, normal
adolescent boys, and normal adolescent girls, and to compare the three groups’ values
with the values of their parents perceived by the groups.

The sample of the study was composed of the three groups of adolescents ranging from
age 14 to 16. The group of juvenile delinquents consisted of 183 youngsters (who were)
in the custody of four reformatories. The group of normal adolescent boys represented
418 senior high schoolboys in 8 different schools, and the group of normal adolescent girls
were composed of 442 senior high schoolgiris in 8 different schools. Thus, 1083 adoles-
cents in all became the subjects of this study.

The values of the three groups and the values of their parents perceived by the ado-
lescents were measured by The Value Survey designed by Milton Rokeach. The Value
Survey Form E was translated into Korean by this researcher.

The survey was conducted in the schools and the reformatories during October of 1979,

The findings of the study were summarized as follows.

1. In comparison of the values of the juvenile delinquents with the values of the senior
high school boys, 17 values among 36 in the survey differentiated the juvenile delinquents
from the senior high school boys at the .05 level of significance.

2. Ten values among 36 in all differentiated the parents of the juvenile delinquents from
the parents of the senior high schoolboys, at the .05 level of significance. Sixteen values
among 36 differentiated the parents of senior high schoolboys from the parents of the
senior high schoolgirls at the .05 level of significance.

3. The senior high schoolboys differed themselves from their parents in ranking of 22
values among 36 in all. And 25 values among 36 differentiated the senior high schoolgirls
from their parents. The differences in both cases were significant at the .05 level.

Unexpectedly, the perceptual value differences between the juvenile delinquents and
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their parents were less than those between the senior high schoolboys and their parents.
Only 18 values among 36 differentiated the juvenile delinquents from their parents at the
.05 level of significance.

4. When the values of the senior high schoolboys were compared with those of the senior

high schoolgirls, 18 values among 36 differentiated the boys from the girls.
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