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<Abstract>

Is the art of rhetoric also responsible for the only

apparently persuasive?

—The epistemic status of the persuasive in Aristotle’s Rhetoric -

Hahn, Seokwhan

Aristotle is of the opinion that it is a function of one and the same art to see both
the persuasive and the only apparently persuasive. It is not strange that it is the job
of rhetoric as a art to investigate the persuasive. But it fails to convince us readily
that rhetoric is also responsible for the only apparently persuasive. With the responsi-
bility of rhetoric for the only apparently persuasive, deception also falls within its area
of competence, if the only apparently persuasive is something that is persuasive at
first glance, but loses the character of persuasiveness as soon as one takes a closer
look. Such a responsibility of rhetoric leads to ultimately the possibility of misuse.
Here the question arises why Aristotle also makes rhetoric responsible for the only
apparently persuasive, which is the task of this essay.

First it is examined what is the only apparently persuasive, then what is the techni-
cal deception. And it must be clarified how the persuasive differs from the true in or-
der to understand the persuasive, which is the task of rhetoric. This is why the true
and what is like the truth come up. At the end it is clarified what the persuasive con-
sists in and where it is epistemically placed. It is a by-product of grasping the art of

rhetoric.

Keywords: the (only apparently) persuasive, the possibility of misuse (of rhetoric),
rhetorical competence, technical deception, the true and what is like the
truth





