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A Study of the Salary System in the Early
Yi-Dynasty

Lee, Jae-ryong

Summary

This is a study of the kinds of salary in the early Yi-Dynasty; the extent of allowances,
their financial sources, and the chaotic aspects of the salary system after the reign of Se-Jo
(i) .

As to the range of the recipients of the salary, I could ascertain that the salary system
was not established for the benefit of the officials in the provincial governments, but for
the officials in the central government.

As to the types of the salary, I could confirm that there were three kinds in the salary
system; the Kwa-Rok (Blik), Che-A-Rok (JEf@iik), and San-Kwan-Rok (5 [i#%). Kwa-Rok
was granted to Dong-Ban (##f) who held the Sil-Jik (&) in the central government, while
Che-A-Rok was given to So-Ban (PiJf) who secured military positions. Quite often this salary
was afforded to civilians, and the retired government officials, San-Kwan (E2®), received
San-Kwan-Rok.

As to the extent of the salary, I observed that Kwa-Rok was classified into 18 grades and
was granted four times a year regularly. Che-A-Rok comprehended varicus kinds of allo-
wances which covered such types of salary as Kwa-Rok and monthly pay. And San-Kwan-
Rok is considered to be a type of salary lower than that of Kwa-Rok.

As to the financial sources of salary, I found that the main source of income came from
the land tax, and half of the entire annual income from the land tax went to the payment
of the above-mentioned salaries.

The official system in the early years of Yi-Dynasty was peculiar for its centralization
enacted by a small number of Dang-Sang-Kwan (% _'E). But, since the days of Se-Jo, the
numbers of Dang-San-Kwan have greatly increased and the bureaucratic government system
has accordingly undergone a drastic change and declined gradually. With the result of this
change, Che-A-Jik became the only source of government pay for the retired higher officials
during the days of rapid growth of the officialdom. Therefore, while malpractice was carried
out by government officials in the course of the distribution of Che-A-Rok allowance,
the salary system in the Yi-Dynasty was soon thrown into disorder.
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