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A Comparative Study on the Agricultural Structure
of North and South Korea (1934-1938)

Oh, Hai-jin

Summary

It is meaningful to compare some of the agricultural conditions of North and South
Korea during the period of 1934-1938. Korea was divided into North and South in 1945
by political reasons.

There were 10,835,100 hectares of land in the South, and 11,242,500 hectares in the North..
But the South had farm-houses two times as many as the North: 2,143,824 vs. 906,224.

As a result, the average ares of per farmhouse in the North were two times as many as in
the South: 119 ares vs. 258 ares. Thus, the agricultural conditions of North Korea were:
more favorable than those of South Korea in terms of the scale of management.

However, the South had more rice fields than the North. The average ares of water:
field for per farmhouse out of 119 ares was 60.5 ares in the South as compared with 44
ares among 258 ares in the North. There is no need to say that water field has been more
profitable than dry field. The ratio of land using in South Korea was higher than in North
Korea: 1399, vs. 105%,. Forty percent of the cultivated land of South Korea was
cultivated by the owners and the remaining 609, was tenant farmland. In North Korea
569, of the land was cultivated by the owners and 449, was tenant land. In the case of”
farmhouse, only 149, of farmhouses in the South cultivated their own land and 559, of
them cultivated only tenant land. On the other hand, 269, of the farmhouses in the North
cultivated their own land and 459, was tenant farming. Low ratio in tenant land and
tenant farming were favorable conditions for North Korea.

Let’s compare the ability of agricultural production between North Korea and South
Korea. Average production of one jung-bo(99 ares) was 343 Yen in South Korea and 178.
Yen in North Korea. The South Korean ability of agricultural production was almost
double. Average production of each farmhouse was 411 Yen in the South and 464 Yen in.
the North. It seems that this condition covered the shortage of land in South Korea.

Natural conditons of agriculture, i.e. warm weather were more favorable for the South

Korean agriculture but there were more social handicaps in the South than in the North.
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