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An Outline of the Essay on Kim Kwang Seop, Poet

Kim, Hyun-seung

Summary

Kim Kwang Seop is one of the most outstanding poets still living in our country, con-
sidering both his poem-writing carcer and his present age.

The history of his life as a poet can be devided into three periods. The first period, the
beginning stage of his poem-writing career is about 1930’s.

In the period he presented “GO DOK-Solitude™ to which all poetical circles had drawn
attention.

The style of expression in this poem was intellectual. Through this intelligence, he recited
a powerless and helpless loneliness with a calm, a melancholy and a coolness.

The Second period is for about 20 years. Ranging from 8.15 Liberation to the end of
1950’s.

During this period, he was engaged in the government post such as a secretary to pres-
ident. His poem-writing during this period was open to the inactive state in terms of its
quantity and quality.

Even at this time, however, he displayed his talent through his creation of five poem such
as “HAE BA RA GI-Sun flower”

The third period of his poem-writing is around his 60th birthday when hyperpiesia made
him faint, and his health suffered a fatal blow.

His amazing mental power and will power, however, overcomed his physical weakness
and difficulty. He started to write his poem-writing more actively than former days, and
finally created an excellent poem, “SEONG BUK DONG DOVE”.

The poem is not only the excellent one in his whole life, but also a prominent work in
the history of a half century of modern poem of Korea.

He used rather frequently ideological language of Chinese letter, which characterizes
his poetic diction.

Some of poetical circles indicate his characteristic in poetic diction as a defect.
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The poem whose contents are centered upon the damage and grief of the civilization was
epoch-makingly commanded only with concrete languages.

A poet is an owner of powerful mentality all over the world.

When he is physically weak, his mentality becomes more powerful.

This dynamic is likely to be interpreted as a compensation of mental powerfulness for
physical weakness.

Among poets of Korea, Kim Kwang Seop in the kind of poet who supports the dynamics

mentioned above.
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