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Economical Relation between Korea and Germany in
the last Period of Yi-Dynasty

Kim, Kwang-soo

Summary

Representive countries, which had have a positive and direct relationship in the opening
of Korea, includ China, Japan, America, and Germany. Germany lagged behind those
countries which had found their way into the Far East.

Germany did not unify her country under a single government for a long time because of
economic, political, and social disputes. She experienced the industrial revolution com-
paratively late and was backward as an economic state. When the Far East was introduced
to Germany, desire to find her way into the Far East was very strong.

While joining some countries (i. e., U.S.A., Japan, China) which had had advantage
over her, and competing with them, Germany made her position steady in the Far East
with in several years thanks to her strong motivation. Prussia had sent the ship of mission
to the Far East and had concluded a treaty of amity with China, Japan, and Korea before
Preussen organized a unfied Germany. We might conclude that this achievement is one
Germany should be forever proud of. Germany sent the so-called Eulenburg Mission to
Korea, composed of four ships, and led by Friedhich Albrecht Graf Zu Enlenburg among
others. The Powers competed to enter the Far East via a non-normal way during the Yi
Dynasty before the opening of ports.

The organization of a Mission and its being sent to the Far East, nearing Korea, con-
cluded a commerce between Korea and Germany and tariff matters were briefly treated at
that time, I have concetrsted on Méllennderff, Opert, and Zachert, who have contributed to
the course of civilization in Korea. Also I have verified the differences Opert and Zachert
and have focused my concern on Zachert, who entered Inchun the earliest and undertook
business transaction.

Mollendorff was the first foreigner who participated in diplomatic relations and the

economic and internal problems of Korea as a Government official of high rank who was
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invited by the Korean government. He had studied law, languages and Oriental languages
at Halle University. He worked in the field of diplomatic relations and served at Customs.
officer in China. He was rega rded as an able man in the fields of economic diplomacy,
and languages.

He came to Korea and suggested that the Korea government open the door and establish
a Ministry of Foreign Affairs the official system able to meet the influence of foreign.
countries. He took effective part in such affaris as the betterment of the monetary system
for financing nesessary to opening the international trade door, the reorganization of the
note-issuing system, the input of casting machines the establishment of a communications.
net work, the formation of Customs regulations, the resolution of matters of tax retes and
industrial development, basices social reformation. On the other hand, his positive and.
cooperative personality was turned to account on domestic political strife. It was said that
he made use of a unauthorized Power to bring pressure upon young politicans to bring

about social and political structural reforms. I shall report on Opert and Zachert in a

paper.
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