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{Abstract)

The Character of ‘the Esthetic Irony’
That Appears in Sihon by Kim So—wol

Kim, Seona

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the character of the esthetic
irony of Kim So-wol’s poetic world, focusing on Sihon (‘Poetic Soul’),
a prose work by Kim So-wol which was published in No. 59 of Gaebyeok
in 1925. The thesis suggests that we can guess at a cross section of
Kim So-wol’s esthetic view and the poetics that he kept in mind through
Sihon, a prose work that constituted the only essay on poetic theory.

The concept of ‘esthetic irony’, which started in the German Romantic
tradition and continues to be rewritten to this day, is ‘the principle of
art in general’ that transcends rhetorics and is deeply related to the modern
esthetics. As was pointed out by Karl Wilhelm Friedrich Schlegel, esthetic
irony is “an eternal exchange between self-creation and self-denial”, which
is a phenomenal event that pierces the poetic world of Kim So-wol.

Kim So-wol had to write poetry, while facing the multiple discrepancies
between civilization and nature, feudalism and modernity, country and
city, subjects and empire, and new civilization and barbarism in the
prototypal opposition between ‘civilization and nature’. In the existential
situation where he could not become one with the world as a divided

modern subject, he worked on night rather than on day, and death rather
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than on life. And there, the poet built his poetic world through the esthetic
irony, and “perpetuated the denial” by denying the world. Kim So-wol
demonstrates the autonomy of art in the modern sense in Sihon by
assuming that the problem of ‘death-time-individual-freedom’ may be
dissolved only through beauty. Kim So-wol’s poetic freedom lies in the
unended spiel in search of absence.

The powerful ‘mechanism of self-denial’ in Kim So-wol who actively
internalized modernity and revealed it in his works represented the
modern esthetic concepts such as ‘time’, ‘absence’, and ‘death’ in the history
of modern Korean poetry. Kim So-wol was a poet who did not read
‘modernity’ as ‘enlightenment’. Instead, he should be viewed as a poet who
understood ‘the self-reflection of an esthetic subject’ as an important
mechanism of esthetic modermity. It means that Kim So-wol carried in
himself ‘the poetic self* that could not but exist as ‘an esthetic subject’,
that is, a work, which is circumstantial evidence that clearly shows ‘the

discovery of a divided individual’, a phenomenon in the modernity.

Key Words : Kim So-wol, Sihon, irony, modernity, Schelgel, death,
time, freedom, individual, autonomy of art
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