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{Abstract)

The understanding of articles of Go-Joseon in

Chinese ancient literature materials

Kim, Jung Ryol

Since there are very little of local literature materials about
ancient history of Korea before the period of the Three Kingdoms,
the Chinese literature materials were almost used in study of Korean
ancient history. However, in the case of restoration of ancient
history of Korea using these Chinese literature materials, we should
grasp the circumstance of existence of these materials since in
most cases these Chinese ancient literature materials were transmitted
into the present going through the complicated transmission and
editing process. This will be especially true with Go—Joseon.
Because of lack of materials to narrate history of Go—Joseon, we
cannot help handling any articles valuably in Chinese ancient literature
materials. However, it should be recognized that the Chinese ancient
literature materials which can be used were transmitted into the
present going through complicated procedure. Aside from the definitive
opinion about the reliability of their contents, we need to be careful

to reconstruct the contents chronologically in the certain space and
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time, because these materials were confused in a horizontal alignment.
The Chinese literature materials about Go—Joseon mostly were
organized and edited into their present form from the period of Han
Dynasty. Since the people of Han Dynasty’s life environment, a
view of nature, geography and world contained in these materials,
there is high probability that the affairs in Han Dynasty were
described as the fact. So, if we accept the time and space reported
in materials literally and construct the history of Go—Joseon on
that basis, it may cause errors in its reliability. Meanwhile, to fill
up the blank of materials and confirm their reliability, to utilize the
archeological information is both inevitable and advisable. But, it is
embarrassed that it suppress the irrationality inherented in literature
materials or give them too much reliability. The main purpose of
this paper is to critically examine the ancient literature materials in
China about history of Go—Joseon and assess objectively their

values.

Key Words: Go—Joseon, literature material, Source Criticism, Guanz,

Zhanguoce, Weilue
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