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{Abstract)

Some Problems of Aristotle’s Definition of the Soul

Hahn, Seok Whan

For Aristotle, the soul or the spirited—being is a characteristic of
all living entities, which is in contrast to the inanimate through
various abilities or functions, such as the life—keeping functions,
the ability to eat, but also all kinds of sense—perception as well as
the ability to move. In human beings, the ability to think and understand
is also added. Aristotle’s natural philosophical investigation of the
soul presupposes his hylomorphism (the thesis that all ephemeral
things are composed of form and matter). In this sense he determines
the soul as a form or as the first actuality of a natural organic
body. But the most important issues and controversies follow the
definition. It is the task of this article to grasp Aristotle’s hylomorphic

concept of soul and to explicate the problems entailed in it.

Key words: activity, actuality, form, life, matter, reality, soul
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