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{Abstract)

A study of Japanese “Matsuri”

Lee, Si Jun

The word “Matsuri (Japanese festivals)” makes us remind of the
procession of lantern and moulded objects with the hilarious music
in general. However, a ritual(Saishi) performed by the emperor in
the imperial court and a religious ceremony(Saigi) held in shrines
on a daily basis are also called “Matsuri.” “Matsuri” was based on
the religious service by a community in an agrarian society, in which
people worship god, celebrate the harvest and sing and dance with
their feelings of gratitude. The Shinto theology, the religious base
of “Matsuri,” originally has elements of animism that a deity dwells
in all things. “Matsuri” concludes good virtues such as feelings of
gratitude, mutual assistance, and awe and respect for nature, which
are being lost in the present era. We should explore and clearly
understand the authenticity of “Matsuri” that is marked with good

virtues and also contributes to revitalization of local communities.

Key Words: Japanese Matsuri, religious ceremony, Shinto, animism,

emperor
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