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{Abstract)

Homo Ludens in Modern Society

Park, So Young

This study would investigate the ways in which Homo Ludens
appears in modern society, referring to Johan Huizinga's book
Homo Ludens. Johan Huizinga, who understood human nature from
the perspective of play emphasizes the importance of play. In that
he is the first researcher who took play as the topic of research,
which has been treated as children’s childish behavior, this study
shed new light on his discussion. According to Johan Huizinga, play
and festival share similar properties. The characteristics of play
told by Johan Huizinga are summarized by ‘freedom’” and ‘non—dailiness.’
These two characteristics can be applied to both play and festival.
What is different is that various games have been born by the nature
of a playing man, and these games are systematized by a more
collective purpose, which is called a festival. What is important is
that there is a playful man’s nature under the base on which play
and festival are created.

This study noted that there was the enjoyment of imagination in
the process of ancient people’s rites with the examples of metaphor,

personification, and riddles utilized in the rites. Indigitamenta in
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Rome plays a big role in stabilizing society by binding individuals
together as a group. Humans embodied the unknown worlds with
languages and concretized the potential fear through this imaginative
power to make it an object of awe. This study took the present format
of parody as an example in which such a human nature could be
found. The act of creating a new creation by transforming the original
and the act of enjoying looking at it are the outcomes of humans’
endless creative activities.

Lastly, this study would put Homo Faber and Homo Ludens side
by side to examine the network in which the two concepts are connected
today. Repetitive labor brings birth to the problem of boredom, and
thoughtless play may give birth to negligence. Living in today’s society
in which we must achieve something, we are in a situation where
we cannot choose either side. Balancing labor and play would be a

way not to fall in boredom and negligence.

Key Words: Homo Ludens, Homo Faber, Festival, Play, Labor,

Freedom, Boredom
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