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{Abstract)

God’s Existence as a Postulate’ by Kant
and the Problems of

Jasper’s Cognition of God

Kim, Young Soon

This article aims at pointing out the limits of God's existence which is
‘postulated’” by Kant's moral performer, and thinking about the possibility
of God's existence as transcendental being through Jasper's theistic
understanding of God's existence, and further thinking about the possibility
of a transcendental argument in the field of the study of God's existence.

According to Kant, the range of human cognition is limited to the ‘world
of experience’, the phenomenal world, and the world of senses which is
conditioned by time and space. Despite of Kant's theory, traditional
metaphysicians argue that cognition of the existence of God is possible,
and also that it is the one true realization that God exists. That's why
Kant opposed the idea of understanding the God theoretically and had a
critical view of the traditional demonstration of God's existence.

Kant’s ultimate goal, when he argued impossibility of the demonstration

of God, must be considered using both the Critique of Pure Reason and
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the Critique of Practical Reason. Kant's regulation of the impossibility of
understanding transcendental being through limitations and denial of
metaphysics in the Critique of Pure Reason was the groundwork to set
typical metaphysics which leads to moral metaphysics.

For Kant, demonstration of the existence of God was all about ‘using
reason’ and as one who wanted to establish new metaphysics it was an
unavoidable problem., Kant states metaphysics as a structure of freedom,
soul and God.

In the Critique of Pure Reason Kant ‘postulated’ God as a condition to
make human's moral when he argued that there is freedom beyond the
phenomenal to the field of practical reason. Kant concluded his theory of
‘God’s existence by ‘postulate’ since there is no chance of knowing and
proving God's existence in the world of cognition.

Jaspers developed his theism of philosophical faith to overcome Kant's
religious point of view., According to Jaspers, it is ‘Grenzsituation” like
death, agony. strife and responsibility which explain the best existence.
Death at the ‘Grenzsituation’ is indeed a decisive end of a human being
and it's a possible foundation to breakthrough to primarily self in front of
transcendental to the being. The limitation that we face at the
‘Grenzsituation’ does not come from our internal mind. That suggests a
transcendental being who made that Ilimitation. To Jaspers that
transcendence is not recognized as reality but just as a statement. It is a
true existence which is hiding and cannot be an object ever. Questioning
true existence franscendence is metaphysics. The most important way to
see metaphysics is called ‘solving a cipher’. Not until all knowledge and all
philosophy is abandoned we can truly ‘chiffrelesen’(solve the cipher).

Kant's contribution to philosophy is simply undeniable through entire
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history of philosophy. However, Kant's way to interpret religion
unavoidably confronting a limitation. In particular, he based the lack of
communication between human and transcendental being on  his
moral-religion and also discouraged a change in human existence,
Therefore, now we must give some thought to the possibility of
understanding God through theistical existence philosophy. Since not just
God is ‘postulated’ to become a moral performer in the situation of the
existential crisis and the crisis of our entire life, philosophical and religious
revelation is strongly needed to come from the other side of the world to
this side.

Kant postulated God existence and limitation of the understanding God
is a moral explanation of transcendental being from the bottom. Beyond
and toward transcendental existent understanding and practice could be a
revelation explanation. In that sense, to mature the world of moral life,
philosophy now has an assignment to explain the philosophy which

confronts the revelation and existence more thoroughly.

Key Words : Moralmetaphysics, God's postulation, the supreme good,
virtue, immortality of the soul, existence, Grenzsituation,

chiffrelesen
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