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(Abstract)

A study on the symbolic meanings of color terms
reflected in poetry of the Tang dynasty

-Focus on the blue and white color

Lee, Ha—Yan

This paper aims to examine symbolic meanings of color term in the
Tang dynasty. Color term is a universal phenomenon of all languages. In
China, color term has been used with the most abundance and diversity in
poetry in particular. Therefore, this paper concerned major poets in the
Tang dynasty (Li Bai(ZH), Du Fu(#ki), Bai Juyi(HE%), and Wang
Wei( T#£)) when poetry most flourished, and investigated and analyzed
examples of color term in their works. Through this process, this paper
concentrated on analyzing the symbolic meanings of “blue color” and
“white color” lines most favored by them.

Analysis by this paper derived the following conclusions.

First, color terms form new vocabulary in close relationship with what is
qualified by them. In the examples of color terms analyzed by this study,
what was qualified was attached to the front and back of color elements
that formed a word and established as new vocabulary.

Second, largely blue color lines (blue sky, blue mountain, and blue

clouds) and white color lines (white clouds, white skeletal, white head,



white hair, and white head) were used in the Tang dynasty. This study
created a chart of color term examples frequently used by each poet so
that it can be referred to in translating poems of the Tang dynasty.

Color term is a rational linguistic phenomenon that universally exists in
all languages and also an emotional product that sensitively reflects
temporal and spatial differences. The author desires that the analyzed
content is helpful in resolving difficulty with translation of poetry of the
Tang dynasty and conducive to research from the perspectives of

linguistic evolutionary process.

Key words: color term, symbolic meaning, poetry of the Tang dynasty,

blue color, white color



