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{Abstract)

Korean EFL Learners” and English Teachers’
Perceptions on Native Speaker English Teacher

Lee, Young—Yi

This thesis investigated the perceptions of Korean EFL learners and
English teachers regarding native English speaker teachers (NEST). The
purpose of the study is two fold: to examine the degree of Korean
students’ preference on NESTs and to analyze the opinions of the Korean
EFL teachers and NESTs about the desirable qualities of NESTs.

For this research questionnaire surveys were conducted to a total of 635
elementary, secondary, and university students. Also 50 Korean EFL
teachers and 50 NESTs participated in the questionnaire surveys.

Analysis of the responses to the questionnaire items revealed the
following major points. Students valued the NESTSs spoken English ability
as the most preferable advantage. Preference for NESTs increased as the
students built up confidence in English learning. Also, the students
criticised that NESTs generally lack diverse ELT-related professional
knowledge. They were also critical of teaching English in English in
Korean English classrooms.

Both Korean EFL teachers and NESTs considered teaching-related skills

such as passion in teaching, reliability as teacher, concern about students,
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sincere response to students’ questions, proper reaction to students’
demands, using diverse techniques, etc. as the most important elements for
desirable English teachers.

Students felt it necessary for NESTs to have basic Korean language
competence to enhance the efficacy of classroom English learning. They
also suggested that Korean EFL teachers improve English proficiency for

effective communicative language teaching.

Key Words : native speaker, perception





