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{Abstract)

A Study of Kim Chai-Choon’s "Free
Thought’

Hong, In—Pyo

Kim Chai-Choon was the outsider. He spent his young ages in the
mountainous region located in the northern part in Korea which was very
cold in winter and lacked food. It was the frontiers’ soil, in which
slash-and-burn farmers should cultivate on the hillsides, not on the fertile
soils. He was born in such a place and raised up in the atmosphere of
freedom by his parents.

After completing his study in Japan and U.S., his main stage was
Gan-do located on the periphery, not Pyeongyang which was the central
area of Northwestern Christianity in Korea, He was working here for three
years. This region was where the poor people had been gathering together
to survive from the disaster and to escape from the corrupt officials since
the late Chosun Dynasty.

Kim has not been in the spotlight because of the title, ‘a liberal
theologian’. However, Kim did not accept that being categorized into any
kind of ‘-ism.” He just wanted to be recognized as ‘the one who runs
toward Christ’ and to be called "Christ-ist.’

While his rival Hyung-ryong Park was working within the
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institutionalized ‘mainstream  education’ and had relationship with
missionaries from Northern Presbyterian Church in the US., Kim was
taught in the informal education and could not have the chance to have
relationship with foreign missionaries. While Park studied in the U.S. by
the recommendation of missionaries, Kim could have the chance to study
theology broadly from ‘liberal theology’ to ‘conservative theology’ because
he went to the U.S. without any recommendation of foreign missionaries.
He, who was influenced for these reasons, lived belonging to a fringe
group. His born place, educational background, his broad theological
thoughts and his non-relationship with foreign missionaries. Because all of
these facts, he could work as the outsider in the free atmosphere and
caused him to be called as a free man, a liberal theologian or ‘a thinker of
freedom.” However, I say that Kim was a free man and a theologian of

freedom but ‘a liberal theologian' or ‘a liberalist.’

Key Words : Kim Chai-Choon, free man, theologian of freedom, outsider





