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{Abstract)

Statism and Churchism in the Korean
Protestant Historiography of Korean
Christian History

—~With a focus on the case of Hwang Sa—-Young's letter
incident of 1801

Park, Qu—Hwan

This research challenges the dominant narrative of Korean Christian
history by the Korean protestant historians that claims and criticizes
Hwang Sa-Young's letter incident of 1801 as an anti-national and
anti-state attempt. In explaining the fact that Hwang, who was
Catholic, wrote a letter to the bishop asking to put pressure on the
Choson dynasty to stop religious persecution and admit freedom of
religion with the help of western military power, the existing Korean
protestant historiography argues that this case well shows the distinction
between anti-national Catholic and nationalist protestant in Korean
Christian history. The present paper criticizes this so-called “nationalist”
perspective as the approach of statism and churchism(churchianity)

rather than Christianity. Hwang's attempt against Choson dynasty
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cannot be automatically considered as anti-national in that a pre-modern
dynasty, a mere institution of power, was not identical to the modern
national community. In addition, the Korean protestant historians do not
fully accept “nationalist” point of view when they explain General
Sherman incident, the American military’'s attack on Choson, as
important in relation to the spread of protestant Christianity. This essay
argues that the account of Korean Christian history should overcome
these statism and churchism and be based on the transcendent ideal of

Christianity.

Key Words: Korean Christian history, Hwang Sa-Young letter

Incident, statism, churchism(Churchianity), transcendent ideal.



