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{Abstract)

A Pioneer of the Construction of the Civil
Society, Sangjae Lee

Lee Sangjae has been respected and followed by people now as well
as from those times. The reason is that there has heen a directive
point for the base of his thought and action. If it may be summed up
for one word: “the Construction of the Civil Society”

While he worked as a secretary when he was young, he had a
chance to meet various people who were in different social positions
and classes, which could train him to think differently and make him
to have various thoughts. He had participated in the foundation of
Independence Association with Seo Jaepil and Yoon Chiho, while he
had worked to embody the civil society through the Whole Nation
Communal Society. He emphasized the power of people through his
address and expressed his idea that the power of nation came from
people,

When he was engaged in YMCA, he made YMCA where people
could work not with standing their classes or social status. If people
had a moral power, they protected the justice of the God. As God is
righteous, the righteousness inevitably brought the final victory: that
was what he saw. That is to say, he saw that the way to save the

country was in the civil power, the civil power was the moral one, and
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the morality came from the faith,

His address which gave in his later days showed Lee Sangjae's great
mind which stood beyond individual and nation and going to pan-world
civil society towards world. His moral civil idea also is linked fo world

peace,

Key words: Lee Sangjae, Civil Society, moral civil idea,

Independence Association. the Whole Nation Communal Society
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