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ABSTRACT

The Influence of the Great Revival of
1907 in the Korean Church

The Korean nation came to a crisis under the influence of the
Sino-Japanese War from 1894 to 1895. In addition, the Korean people
were seized with a sense of cnsis under the influence of the
Russo—Japanese war from 1904 to 1905 Through the two wars, the
Korean people had experienced national crisis and Japanese
interference. Political and social unrest encouraged people to turn to
God for answers. The national turmoil leading up to the 1907 Great
Revival was a major cause.

The revival movement in Korea began in 1903 and the Great
Revival of 1907 in Pyongyang was the peak. One cause of it was
originating in missionary prayer meetings and Bible study.

There were many positive results of the Revival. First, the revival
gave a light of new hope to the poor and unstable society. Second, it
provided improvement in morality. Third, repentance movement was
begun through the awakening of sins and contrition. Fourth, the
tendency for reconciliation was formed. Fifth, prayer movement was
begun. Sixth, the revival movement established religious practice.
Seventh, Christianity secured a base in Korea. Eight, the revival
brought quantitative growth to the Korean Christian and the spiritual
rehirth of the Korean church. Ninth, the spirit of the great revival was

revived during the large-scale Christianized movement in 1909, the so
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called "A Million Souls for Christ Movement.” Tenth, Sunday school
movement was developed with YMCA movement. Eleventh, the Great
Revival bore fruits of mission.

Missionaries of the 1900s changed the direction of mission from
national concern to spiritual dimensions, and from being against
injustice to obeying authority. Their neutral attitude toward the
political authority brought “dehistorical” and “depoliticization]” aspects
in the Korean church. Although the Korean church grew in numbers,
it minimized its social concerns and forgot its prophetic role in society.

One of the important lessons is that although people had a certain
intention or plan, the Holy Spirit worked in different ways through

those events.

Key Word: Korean church, Great Revival, dipoliticization





