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Nous ne dormirons pas en vain.

€ est le sommeil qui fait ta poésie,

Jeune fille avec un seul grand bras paresseux:
Déja le réve t a saisie

Et plus rien d autre ne t intéresse.
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[ Abstract)

Literature and Art of Jean Cocteau

Seo, Seok-Dol

Jean Cocteau 's literature has popularity and non popularity simultaneously.
The pop culture is the outcome of the reality of our society and is expressed by
forms and contents reflecting the situation of the time the most. Human' s
desire is the thirst for not having, and Jean Cocteau tried to figureout the answer
questioning himself about such fantasy and dream.

Jean Cocteau did not stick to only one genre of literature. He surely
expressed the source of creation wherever and however he could show his
artistic spirits despite the public sarcasm that he was an artist of a thousand
face. Even though he was so talented in all aspects of art, he originally was a
poet and wanted himself to be a poet.

Jean Cocteau 's literature is based on the pop themes such as myth,
unreality, dream and love. His poetic language is full of surrealistic, cubic and
fresh images. Especially, Greek mythology is like a fountain that makes the
poet aware of creative instinct. He did not miss the mythological materials in all
kinds of genre such as poet, novel, play and movie. In other words, he was so
familiar with the myth that he regarded it as spiritual object just like a sort of
religion.

The myth and love, eternal themes of literature and life, and the dream he
always had occupies his works. He adopted poetry in various genres of
literature and leaded poetic literature into pop culture through picture, play and
movie. Jean Cocteau who pursued the fine poetic literature uniting poetry with

literature tried approaching to a live culture through his diverse artistic moves.
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It is somewhat awkward to say he is a pop artist, but what is clear is that he
was a frontier of pop culture and was the one who leaded and loved pop culture
more than anyone else at that time. He did not let the literature be restricted to
the language within letter structures. Loving literature and enjoying a life in art
as a poet, he is also an artist of literature with sincere actions who constantly
tried to leading the letter into poetic language, the language into image and the
image into the public. The avant-garde creativity and sprit of challenge he

showed us will be forever not only in our generation but in the next generation.

Key Words: Jean Cocteau, poet, myth and love, popular culture, popular artist, avant-

garde





