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[Abstract]

The Reception of Traditional Culture
and its Meaning in the Mass Culture

-With priority given to the films directed by Seem Gyunteak,
<Chun-hyang-deon> and <Seopyanje>

Park, Hyun-Sun

Mass culture shows negative aspects in the reception and the creation. It
could undermine national identity when their culture is in a moment of
colonialization. So here Ilay stress on the crisis that national character of mass
culture is under way of loss. For recovering it, I contrast <Chun-hyang-deon>
with <Seopyanje> to examine what we need for desirable cultural change.

Films, <Chun-hyang-deon> and <Seopyanje> are based on Pansori
(traditional korean narrative songs). But they had totally different box-office
record. There are several reasons. First, <Seopyanje> accepts pansori partly but
<Chun-hyang-deon> highlights it overall. Second, pansori in <Seopyanje>
soak through the story, but pansori <Chun-hyang-deon> don'’ t. Third,
character’ s joys and sorrows in<Seopyanje> are harmonized with pansori, but
pansori in <Chun-hyang-deon> is disconnected with narration. Forth, the main
actors in <Seopyanje> give a freshness to the audiencebecause they don’ t get
huge popularity yet, but Jo Sanghyun, Korean human cultural asset No.5,
comes on stage in <Chun-hyang-deon>. Finally, <Seopyanje> reveals the
process of collapse in confucian moral philosophy, but <Chun-hyang-deon>
admits morality and paradigm in Chosun Dynasty.

Through these comparisons, we could infer how to receive tradition in mass
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culture. Most of all, we should give up theoretical approach for the movie to get
public awareness and to recover the traditional identity. Namely, we have to
consider a movie genre and the category actualize traditional culture. Secondly
when the director intend to use traditional culture in their movie, they should
focus on soaking the their tradition into aesthetic frame in the movie. It means
they shouldn’ t stress the tradition itself. Last, the tradition could be transformed
for satisfying the public who desire something new.

Efforts should be made to expand korean movie in modern society
continually and to get national popularity. And then the Koreanmovie in the
stream of nominalization and unification can be varied, discriminated,
distinguished and traditional excellence can be succeeded and recreated
through international acknowledement. Furthermore, the negative aspects in

mass culture can be sublated.

Key Words : traditional culture, mass culture, national identity, national character,

popularity





