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[Abstract]
Christianity and Popular Culture
Kim, Kyung-Wan

This paper discusses the relationship between Christianity and popular
culture from the view point of human studies.

First, it reviews the role of churches and their Christian ideas which have
been shaped in human studies and outlines modern popular culture based on it.

Then, it discusses the relationship between Christianity and popular culture
by examining bare necessities such as food, clothing and shelter, and cultural
activities such as reading, arts and music, movies, media, the Internet,
transportation, communities, and leisure activities.

The paper also investigates both positive and negative aspects of popular
culture, but tries to find the way not only to further develop positive aspects but
also to improve negative aspects. Based on these investigations, the paper
searches for the possibility of establishing Christian popular culture and
evaluating its humanistic values.

Christians believe in God, the creator, and admit the corruption of human
beings. They also believe in the salvation through Jesus Christ, the second
advent of Jesus Christ, the apocalyptic judgment of God, and the heaven and
the hell. Popular culture performs within the creation and providence of God,
but it incidentally involves the incompleteness caused by the corruption of
human beings.

These days, Christian churches are responsible for studying popular culture
after closely reviewing its positive and negative aspects and for guiding it to

the right way.
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Christian popular culture should not be passively imitating the existing
popular culture but be equipped with cooperation and insights for its further
developments from the overall point of view.

Christianity assumes that it targets “the man who resembles the shape of
God" as its essential value so does human studies. In this respect, Christianity
speaks for human studies in pursuing the common value. Christianity tells us
about what values we should have in living our lives in this world through
popular culture. Therefore, we should obey the culture command of God by
faithfully following his way until we enter his kingdom where popular culture

comes to its perfection.

Key Words : Christianity, popular culture, positive aspects, negative aspects,

hamanistic values, culture command of God





