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[Abstract]

The Traces of Soongsil Philosophy
and the Present Phase

Kim, Ki-Soon

Soong Sil philosophy has made a great development since the foundation of
Soong Sil University at Pyongyang in 1897.

(D In 1909, passed 12 years after the foundation, Soong Sil University
established philosophy as a general arts course at the first time in Korea. In this
case philosophy means western philosophy.

(@ In 1954, Soong Sil University was reconstructed in Seoul with 5
academic departments. Philosophy department was included as a formal
department at that time. It became a moment for a full-scale department of
Soong Sil Philosophy. At first, Soong Sil Philosophy concentrated on the
culturalizing of Korean People.

(3) During 1970s, Soong Sil Philosophy turned their attention from the
general culturalizing People to the bringing up of the professional, academic
philosophers. More than 50 doctors have been produced from Soong Sil

Philosophy Department.

But after 1980°s, with the result of rapid industrialization, Soong Sil
Philosophy with the other universities has faced a sudden decline and crises.
We call this phenomena the humanity crises.

Facing this kind of crises, Soong Sil Philosophy has to find out the way for
revitalizing philosophy, because the decline of Philosophy will result in the full
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collapse of the society itself.

We can find the way from the two functions of Philosophy itself. The first
comes from the logical way of thinking and the other from the practical life of

the ethical ideal.

The present crises of modern society come from the lack of the right
thinking and the decline of the ethical view points of value.

Our Soong Sil Philosophy will concentrate on the two approaches, namely,
to revitalize Soong Sil Philosophy and to rescue Korean Society, including the

human culture throughout the World.
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