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[Abstract]

The Achievements of English Studies
at Soongsil University

Han, Jae-Hyeon

The increasing emphasis on the practical aspect of English education in
Korea has caused a great anxiety about the identity and status of English
Studies at universities. The main reason for the alarm seems to be the rapid
growth of the fields of English Linguistics and Language Education within
English department, which some people believe has led to the declining of the
studies of English literature and consequently threatened the status of English
Studies in general. My essay looks at the history of English Department at
Soongsil University for the past fifty years and suggests that the status of
English Studies in Korea is actually on the rise. I will pay special attention to
the number of faculty and changes in the curricula in my examination of the
development of English Department at Soongsil. Statistics shows that the
proportion of native speakers on the faculty in English Department has been
considerably high, especially in 1970s and early 1980s. Although there are
obvious problems with hiring too many native speakers--for example, most of
them are not qualified to teach specialized topics of English Studies such as
literary or linguistic theories--it has some positive effects, as is illustrated by
the success of Soongsil graduates in the job market in 1970s and early 1980s.
Compared with students from competing universities, these students were well
trained in writing and speaking in English. A close look at the changes in the

curricula also demonstrates the efforts the department has been making in



ool Auish ol | B4 Y 281

order to help the students prepare for their future careers; the most important
goal of curriculum development has been providing students with balanced
education in English literature, linguistics, and language education. I conclude
my essay by suggesting that we should develop English Department into
English College that will extend the benefits of education in critical thinking,

speaking, and writing skills to students from other disciplines.

Key Words : native speakers on the faculty, English College, critical thinking,

students’ future careers, curriculum development





