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[Abstract]

Retrospect and Prospect
of Soongsil Humanities

Kim, Mun- Gyung

The institute of humanities was established in March 1966. Since the first
collections of thesis was published on October 10. 1967, 33 issues of thesis
collections had been published until 2003. The total numbers of the articles
reached to 430 volumes.

Following Soongsil University’ s Christian ideology, large proportions of
articles were about the study of Christianity. In 1980s, the research activities
were conducted more vigorously by many of scholars, and it also helped to
broaden the range of research subjects. For example, old Korean' s role and
activities in Japan and China was emerged as one of new research subject

‘When Korea established official diplomatic relationship with China in
1992, studying of the new subjects, which was mentioned previously, became
a lot easier and more active. Collaborated with Chinese university, the research
and exploring historic scene were also conducted around Yien-ben area. In
addition to that, international academic conference was held, which ignited
more vigorous research activities on the study of the humanities.

In 2000s, the term of ‘The Crisis of humanities was often mentioned by
the intelligentsia. Special issue of ‘The study of humanities and intelligent
was published in 2002 influenced by the academic tendency. Also, ‘How to
educate the humanities? was published on the 33rd issue of thesis collection.

Based on the previous retrospect, I would like to propose a couple of
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subjects for study of Soongsil humanities research.

The crisis of the humanities always has been existed with the changes of
society and the human history through out the world. However, many scholars
in the past overcame the crisis wisely and they even brought the level of the
humanities study up one step higher.

Regardless of the Eastern and Western, the revival of literacy had been took
place when the period of humanism and humanities crisis occurred. Hence, the
study of classics cannot be ignored and should be doing an important role in the
field of humanities study. Searching for the ‘true spirit of human" and bring it
back to life is the way to survive the critical era. In addition to that, the study of
Southeast Asia, central Asia and Islamic world need to be conducted as well.

The misunderstanding between the two worlds caused negligence of the
study of global world. (Eastern and Western) Such negligence created
antagonism between the two worlds. The study of classics, including human,
academic research, ideology and religion, is essential to create new values that

fits into the modern society, and we need to take the initiative.

Key Words : Renaissance, study of Classics, the Crisis of Humanities, Islamic World





